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Aging / Seniors

Careful Attention to Older
Citizens Benefits All

Benefits of involving seniors in
the local planning process.
#290.

Creating Vital Communities:
Planning for Our Aging Society 

Providing a built environment
that is adaptable enough to meet
the changing needs of people as
they age. #537.

The Future is Now: 
Mobility & Seniors

Mobility concerns facing our
aging popula-
tion. #189.

The Impact 
of an Aging
Population 
on Planning

Issues planning
commissions will face as baby
boomers become seniors. #254.

Agriculture / Farmland

Land Trusts
and Planning
Commissions:
Forging
Strategic
Alliances

How planning
commissions and land trusts can
work cooperatively to achieve
open space and farmland protec-
tion goals. #351.

Getting Out 
to Where the
People Are 

How a shop-
ping mall
became the
location for a
creative planning event. #383.

¿Habla Usted Español?

Ways of reaching out to citizens
when English is not their first
language. #112.

Homogeneous Commissions in
Heterogeneous Communities

In increasingly diverse commu-
nities it is essential that planning
board members reach out
beyond their ordinary circle of
relationships. #222.

How Broad is Your 
Planning Horizon?

If you take time to meet people
outside your own circle, you will
widen the knowledge and
understanding you bring to deci-
sions of the planning board.
#263.

How Can We Harness 
Our Passion for Planning?

Ways in which you can tap the
passion and enthusiasm of your
constituents for the planning
process. #276.

Measuring Your Community’s
Vital Signs with Citizen Surveys

A scientifically
conducted sur-
vey of residents
brings in the
voice of the
public like no
forum, newspa-
per straw poll, or focused discus-
sion. An introduction to the art
and science of developing citizen
surveys. #377.

Purchase of Development
Rights: Preserving Farmland
and Open Space 

An introduction to PDR programs:
how they work, what they can
accomplish, and questions that
come up in developing a pro-
gram. #140.

Building Codes

Building Codes Get Smarter

Building codes often make it
financially infeasible to rehabili-
tate older, historic buildings.
This is changing with more 
flexible building codes. #295.

Capital Improvements
Program

Role of the Capital
Improvement Program

A capital improvements program
is one of most overlooked tools
for implementing the compre-
hensive plan. Yet, its use can
offer many benefits. #291.

Child Care

Child Care in Our Communities

A look at the importance of child
care to our
communities,
and how cities
and counties
are responding
to the challenge
of providing for
child care facilities. #187.

Citizen Participation 
& Feedback

Dealing With an Angry Public 

Ways of keeping cool when
things get hot. #233.

Gauging Public Opinion

An overview of how planning
commissions can gauge public
opinion. #314.
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Public Outreach Through Video

Using videotapes to help inform
citizens about planning projects
and comprehensive plan
updates. #256.

Commercial Development

“Center-ing” Our Suburbs 

How existing underutilized
shopping areas can provide a
mix of commercial, office, and
residential uses, as well as
improved pedestrian and transit
access. #181.

Controlling Strip Development
An overview of
approaches
communities
can take to bet-
ter deal with
commercial
strip develop-
ment. #333.

Coping With Superstores 

Coming to grips with superstore
development, and reaching an
outcome the community wants.
#409.

Have It Your Way: Fast Food
Restaurant Design

How communities can gain con-
trol over fast-food franchise
design and see that it fits the
character of the community.
#286.

Our Vanishing “Third Places”
Neighborhood
gathering
places and
establishments
were, for many
years, an inte-
gral part of peo-
ples’ lives. Since World War II,
they’ve been vanishing. An
exploration of the value of “third
places.” #184.
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Comprehensive Planning

21st Century 
Comprehensive Plan 

Ways in which local comprehen-
sive plans are changing as we
approach the new century. #316.

Bringing the Plan to Life 

An eight-step process for helping
assure that your comprehensive
plan is brought to life. #125.

Developing the 
Comprehensive Plan 

Key considerations in putting
together a comprehensive plan,
including citizen participation
strategies, and plan adoption
and implementation. #492.

Diagnosing Your Community
Before You Plan

Too frequently
communities
plunge into an
exhaustive
comprehensive
planning
process without
first completing a preliminary
“diagnostic study.” #368.

Preparing An Implementable
Comprehensive Plan 

How to develop an implemen-
table plan: ten questions to ask.
#334.

Primer on the Politics 
of Plan Implementation

Frank advice on how best to
ensure that your comprehensive
plan gets adopted and imple-
mented. #502.

Putting Vision In Our Plan

By engaging in a visioning
process, com-
munities are
discovering
that they can
choose to act,
rather than
wait to be acted
upon. #382.

Ten Steps in Preparing a
Comprehensive Plan

One of the key responsibilities
planning commissions have is to
prepare the comprehensive plan.
An overview of the steps typically
taken in developing a comp
plan. #135.

Have It Your Way: 
Fast-Food Restaurant Design

How communities can gain 
control over fast-food franchise
design and see that it fits the
character of the community.
#286.

Making a “Visible” Difference

What does it take to transform a
community from “Anyplace,
USA” into someplace special?
#177.

Public Buildings Should Set the
Standard

The benefits of having public
buildings serve as focal points of
the community. #206.

Developers’ Role

Barriers to Better Development

Despite a growing number of
innovative development projects
around the country, a number of
persistent barriers to better
development still exist. #354.

Environmentally Sensitive
Development

Developers and
environmental-
ists agree on at
least one thing:
local zoning
regulations
need to be more flexible. #152.

Why Is Everybody So Mad
About Development?

Why developers often run into
community opposition, with
suggestions for both developers
and planners. #147.

Dog Parks

Planning for Dogs: Exercise vs.
Restraint

A look at the controversial issue
of dog park siting, and the envi-
ronmental and planning con-
cerns frequently raised. #357.

Downtowns

Downtown Hurdles
Sometimes planning and zoning
policies can pose unnecessary
obstacles to downtown develop-
ment. #247.

Downtowns Grow 
One Step at a Time

Local entrepreneurs, working
building by building, can be the

Consultants

Working With Planning
Consultants

Key elements
to successfully
getting started
on a project
that will
involve consul-
tants; and steps planning depart-
ments can take to ensure a good
working relationship with plan-
ning consultants. #328.

Crime & Security

Safewalks 

Reclaiming streets for people in
crime-prone areas. That’s the
aim of “safewalks,” a practical,
but exciting, concept described
by one of the nation’s leading
greenway advocates. #539.

Understanding “CPTED” &
Crime Prevention through
Environmental Design in
Sarasota, Florida 

An overview of “crime preven-
tion through environmental
design.” #555. Plus, in Sarasota,
police and planning depart-
ments have worked together to
implement “CPTED” concepts.
#556.

Design 
[see also New Urbanism]

An Introduction to Design
Guidelines 

What design guidelines are and
how they can be used. #157.

An Introduction
to Urban Design

An introduction
to urban design
and how it can
be used to create
more “people-
oriented” places. #213.

Design Matters

Good design can mean more
jobs, more tourists, and
increased property values. #282.

Gateways: 
Creating Civic Identity

A look at how planning for gate-
ways can help strengthen our
sense of place. #114.
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most effective resource in
strengthening downtowns. 
How step-at-a-time revitalization
efforts can have a big impact.
#374. 

Planning for New Downtown
Development

Planning for new development
in downtown districts, whether
in towns or cities, requires flexi-
ble zoning and careful consider-
ation of design issues. #403.

Public
Buildings Keep
Town Centers
Alive

Post offices,
municipal
halls, libraries,
courthouses, and other public
buildings can play a critical role
in keeping downtowns and town
centers strong. #144.

Sizing Up Downtown

How you can size up the health
of your downtown district. #339

To Market, To Market

Local farmers’ markets provide
one of the best ways of increas-
ing downtown activity, while
offering a valuable outlet for area
farmers. #175.

We Don’t Have Enough Parking

In many cities and towns it’s
common to hear complaints that
downtown retail districts suffer
from a lack of adequate parking.
“People first” steps to better
address downtown parking.
#221.

Why Downtowns (Should)
Matter to Planning
Commissioners

A dozen reasons why having a
strong downtown should be a
top priority. #115.

Economic Development 
[see also Downtowns]

All Development 
Is Not Created Equal

Why communities should not
lower their standards under the
guise of generating economic
development. #389.

Community Loan Funds for
Business Development

A quick introduction to 
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community
revolving loan
funds. #353.

Finding
Economic
Development 
at Home

How much money is leaving
your local economy? Why that’s
an important question for you to
answer. #390.

Good-bye, Lone Ranger

Saying good-bye to the Lone
Ranger in looking for solutions
to local economic development
problems. #195.

Taking the Mystery Out of
Economic Development

Many cities and towns focus
their economic development
efforts on encouraging reloca-
tions. Would time and money 
be better spent on fostering the
growth of local businesses?
#111.

Educational Issues

Back to School
for Planners

Schools are a
key community
asset, and deci-
sions about
school con-
struction and renovation have
profound implications for
towns, cities, and counties. 
A look at the role planners can
play. #179.

Breach the Wall of Separation

On the need to breach the wall
of separation that too often 
separates planning and school
boards. #287.

Education and Economic
Development

Why quality education is of crit-
ical importance to the economic
vitality of cities and towns.
#203.

Safe Routes to School

Safe Routes to
School pro-
grams are being
implemented in
communities
across the
country. #123.

Ghost Commissioner

The dilemma facing planning
commissions when they have
“ghost”commissioners. #588.

Independent and Informed

Why it’s critical that planning
commissioners be independent
and informed when reviewing
projects. #133.

It’s All Relative

On conflict of interest situations
involving family members. #283.

No Strings Attached?

Has anyone ever offered you a
gift or favor because you’re a
planning commissioner? #253.

Site Visits: Necessary 
But Tricky

Site visits can result in ex-parte
contacts, tainting a commission-
er’s ability to render a fair deci-
sion (or, creating the perception
that this is the case). #346.

When
Information Is
In Question

What to do
when you don’t
believe what
you’re hearing
at a hearing. #244.

Who Do You Work For?

When the mayor sees you as his
voice on the planning commis-
sion, how do you respond?
#545.

Who Shall Serve? Public
Interest vs. Special Interest

Is it appropriate for citizens who
have represented “special inter-
est” groups to serve on local
planning boards? #310.

Grants Writing

Preparing Successful 
Grant Proposals

Preparing a winning grant pro-
posal requires the 3 C’s: a clear
concept, a concrete strategy, and
creative goals. #260.

Historic Preservation

Historic Districts 
& Property Values

How historic districts bring
communities powerful economic
benefits. #275.

School Sprawl

One of the most important, but
often overlooked, contributors
to sprawl is the construction of
large educational facilities in
outlying, undeveloped areas.
#165.

Energy Conservation

Energy Conservation &
Community Planning

Our pattern of land develop-
ment can have a significant
impact on energy consumption.
Ways in which local govern-
ments are taking steps to pro-
mote energy conservation. #200.

Ethics & the Planning
Commission [articles by Greg Dale]

Are Your Procedures Fair?

Why fairness may require more
than the legal minimum. #432.

Behind the Scenes Advocacy

When planning commissioners
become behind the scenes advo-
cates. #496.

Bending Your Ear

What do you do when you’re
asked, confidentially, for advice
about a possible rezoning
request? #294.

Choice & Opportunity

Is helping to ensure that your
zoning code allows for afford-
able housing one of your ethical
obligations as a planning com-
missioner? #550.

Commissioner as Applicant

What should you do when a
commissioner appears as an
applicant? #417.

Conflicts of Interest 

Your spouse works for a devel-
oper, and guess who’s before you
for a permit? This and other sit-
uations you may face. #531.

Ethics of Bias

When personal values or
philosophies go too far and
influence a commissioner’s abili-
ty to be fair. #571.

Ex-Parte Contacts

When should you refuse to dis-
cuss a matter pending before
your planning board? #516.
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Planning for
Historic
Preservation

Planning for
historic preser-
vation has
evolved far
beyond simply saving the homes
of famous people. An introduc-
tion to historic preservation
planning. #191.

History of Planning 
in America [articles by 

historian Laurence C. Gerckens]

American Zoning & the
Physical Isolation of Uses

Why most zoning ordinances
came to segregate residential,
commercial, and industrial
zones. #573.

Community Aesthetics and
Planning

How city plan commissions
were formed in response to the
“City Beautiful” movement and
turn-of-the century America’s
belief in the value of improving
the quality of the physical envi-
ronment. #461.

Humanizing the Urban-
Industrial Environment

The evolution of greenway and
parkway systems, and their role
in softening the edges of the
urban environment. #445.

Planning ABC’s

An alphabetical
look at the 
history of 
planning in
America
through 26 key
topics, from Automobiles to
Zoning. #326.

Single-Family-Only Zones

On the origins of single-family-
only zoning, and its key premise
of fostering good citizenship
through home ownership. #137.

Ten Events
That Shaped
the 20th
Century
American City

A look back at
those major
events that most shaped today’s
cities and towns. #151.
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Ten Failures & Ten Successes
that Shaped the 20th Century
American City
The ten most significant 
failures and successes that
shaped the development of
America’s cities. #171 and #172.

Homeowners Associations

Homeowners Associations
A look at some of the benefits
and disadvantages of homeown-
ers associations, and how their
rules are shaping the lives of a
growing number of people.
#126.

Housing [see also NIMBYs]

The Changing
Face of
Manufactured
Housing
While resis-
tance to 
manufactured
housing still remains, a growing
number of communities recog-
nize that it can offer an afford-
able housing option compatible
with existing neighborhoods.
#106.

Community Land Trusts: 
An Introduction
Community land trusts can 
offer communities a way of
developing long-term affordable
housing. An introduction to
community land trusts. #162.

Dealing With
the Fear 
of Multi-Family
Housing
Steps planners
can take to
improve the
quality, and acceptability, of
multi-family housing. #396.

Does Smart Growth 
= Equitable Growth?
Why advocates for affordable
housing fear smart growth can
lead to rising housing prices,
displacing lower-income work-
ers and their families. #302.

The New
“Active Adult”
Housing
Marketed as a
common sense
alternative for
single-family

Constitutional
requirement
applies to plan-
ning commis-
sion and zoning
board proce-
dures. #132.

The Property Rights Challenge:
What’s A Planner To Do?

The growth of the property
rights movement has affected
local land use regulation. Guide-
lines for responding to the prop-
erty rights challenge. #239.

The Role of the Lawyer

Four different relationships
between attorneys and planning
commissions. #528.

Special Permits: What They Are
& How They Are Used

An introduction to special or
conditional use permits, and the
role they play in local zoning
ordinances. #418.

Taking Aim at Takings Claims

An overview of basic takings
principles, and responses to
questions commissioners often
have. #201.

Understanding Performance
Guarantees

A primer on surety bonds, let-
ters of credit, and escrows.
#105.

Understanding Spot Zoning

A review of the basics of spot
zoning. #452.

Zoning Adult Entertainment
Businesses

Understanding the legal princi-
ples involved in zoning for adult
businesses. #301.

Leadership

Developing
Community
Leadership

The role that
leadership
training can
play in developing community
leaders. #304.

Gaining Legitimacy

With local power structures
breaking down, how can com-
missioners gain “legitimacy”
from the public? #127.

home ownership for those 
over 55 years of age providing
maintenance free living close to
family and friends – an overview.
#173.

Providing Affordable Housing

A look at ways in which state
and local officials can spur the
development of affordable 
housing. #185.

Understanding HUD’s
Consolidated Plan Requirement
For most medium size and larger
cities and counties, HUD
requires the preparation of a
“Consolidated Plan” as a prereq-
uisite to receiving housing and
community development funds.
#355.

Land Use Law 
[articles by leading land use lawyers]

Basics of Variances

A primer on the use of zoning
variances. #223.

Drafting Land Use Findings

Courts are increasingly scruti-
nizing written findings in local
land use decisions. Guidelines
for drafting defensible land use
findings. #598.

How Far is Too Far?

How courts approach “takings”
cases. #231.

Legal Issues Facing Planning
Commissions & Zoning Boards: 
A Roundtable Discussion

Four land use attorneys discuss
key issues facing local planning
and zoning boards, and look at
ways in which boards can
improve their dealings with
attorneys. #359.

Nonconforming Uses 
& Structures

The basic law of nonconforming
uses and structures. #566.

Planned Unit Developments

By allowing developers to depart
from “cookie cutter” lot forms
and setback requirements, PUDs
allow more creative use of open
space and design. #490.

Procedural Due Process 
in Practice

No person shall be deprived of
property “without due process
of law.” A look at how this 
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Getting Power by 
Giving It Away

How a planning commission can
strengthen its leadership role by
empowering citizens to find
solutions to difficult issues.
#313.

How to Make Decisions 
People Will Accept

Why there’s more to making a
good planning decision than just
reaching the right result. #438.

The Secret to Compromise:
Learning to Read Others

It’s important to understand
what motivates your fellow com-
missioners. #591.

Lighting

Lighting 
Our Streets

Street lighting
profoundly
affects how our
towns and
cities look. 
An introduction to the basics of
lighting. #425.

Maps

Maps for Planning

Maps are one of the most impor-
tant tools used by planners –
some of the basics of mapping
[part 1]; putting together a use-
ful map [part 2]; what “GIS” is,
and what it can do for local
planning [part 3]. #576.

Mediation

Building Consensus

Land use mediation can be an
effective tool in aligning diver-
gent interests, developing cre-
ative solutions, and resolving
heated disputes. #168.

Meetings & Meeting
Management

Another Meeting?

What do you do when a member
of your commission does not
fully participate in meetings or
commission business? #398.

Ask Questions Well 
and You May Even Receive
Worthwhile Answers!

If you know how to ask questions
well, you might even receive
worthwhile answers. #124.
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Commission
Will Come to
Order

Commentary
on adapting
the rules of
parliamentary
procedure for planning commis-
sions, zoning boards & boards
of adjustment – plus a “model
outline of motions.” #388.

First on the Agenda 
is the Agenda!

A look at ways of improving
your meeting agenda. #251.

Getting the Job Done

Strategies to help commissioners
in pre-meeting preparation, and
post-meeting follow-up. #198.

Is it Glitz? Is it Real?

Why it’s important for planning
commissioners to look behind
the pretty pictures, and beyond
the enticing words, of polished
presentations. #384.

Leading the Commission: 
The Effective Chair

How a planning commission
chair can exert more effective
leadership. #546.

Let’s Talk About Followship

All members are important to
the smooth functioning of the
planning board. #459.

Making the
Most of Your
Meeting Time

Several exercis-
es that can help
you make the
most of your
meeting time [part 1], and why
debriefing meetings is important
[part 2]. #451.

Meeting Formats Follow
Meeting Functions

A poorly thought out and slop-
pily executed agenda can hinder
the smooth operating of your
meeting. Tips on how to better
organize agendas. #248.

Neighborhood Associations

Bowling Together: The Role of
Neighborhood Associations

Neighborhood organizations
often provide the most impor-
tant connection residents have

open space protection goals.
#351.

“Open Space”
Zoning: What
It Is & Why It
Works

Conventional
large-lot zoning
has contributed
to the consumption of vast
amounts of open space and
farmland. “Open space” zoning
can provide a better method for
regulating new land develop-
ment. #590.

Purchase of Development
Rights: Preserving Farmland
and Open Space

The purchase of development
rights is an increasingly used
tool in state and local land
preservation efforts. An intro-
duction to PDR programs. #140.

Parking [see Transportation]

Planning Commission
– Governing Body Relations

Linking Elected Officials 
With Planning

Why it’s important for planning
commissions and governing
bodies to work cooperatively.
#139.

Planning Commission As
Independent Advisor

Developing closer relationships
with governing bodies is some-
thing planning commissions
need to work on. #365.

Working
Effectively
With Elected
Officials

Steps planning
commissioners
can take to see
that elected officials understand
the commission’s aims and 
policies. #225.

Planning Commission 
– Media Relations

Think Like a Reporter

Why it’s important to know
what’s news and what isn’t when
dealing with the press. Plus
essentials of writing a press
release. #306.

with local government and plan-
ning. By working with neighbor-
hood associations, planners can
gain a more accurate sense of
what residents and businesses
need. #371.

New Urbanism

New Development, 
Traditional Patterns

“New urbanism” draws on older
patterns of development to
address what a growing number
of planners and architects see as
the failures of much post World
War II housing and community
design. An introduction. #305

NIMBYs [see also Housing]

A Nose for NIMBYs

Insights into how to deal with
NIMBY situations. #320.

Is Your Community Being
Invaded by NIMBYs?

Strategies for dealing with NIM-
BYs when they show up at your
meetings. #255.

Why Not in
Our Back Yard?

Ways in which
communities
can harmonize
housing and
social service
needs with the objections of
neighborhood opponents. #122.

Noise Control

Community Noise: Dealing
with a Growing Problem

Noise is a problem facing many
communities, but one that 
can be dealt with through an
effective and enforceable noise
control ordinance. #530.

Open Space Conservation 
[see also Subdivision Design &

Regulation; Trees]

Green Infrastructure

Has your city or town planned
for “green infrastructure,” such
as trails, greenways, river corri-
dors, and bike paths? #372.

Land Trusts and Planning
Commissions: Forging Strategic
Alliances

An introduction to land trusts,
and how planning commissions
can work with them to achieve
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Planning Commission
– Membership; Training

Citizen
Planning
Academies

How “citizen
planning 
academies” can
help commu-
nity residents better understand
planning and the planning
process. #309.

The New Commissioner: 
Dazed & Confused

A basic framework for orienting
the new planning commissioner.
#208.

Retreat? Advance?

Has your commission been
looking for a way to get beyond
the regular meeting routine?
Some tips on organizing a 
successful retreat. #259.

Strengthening Your Group
Process Skills

Is the Delphi technique Greek to
you? Has your commission
brainstormed together recently?
An overview of several group
process methods. #338.

Teaching 
“New Dogs” 
New Tricks

How to deal
with newcom-
ers to your
board who
either hold up meetings with
question after question or are
too nervous to jump into the
discussion. #109.

Video-Conference Training for
Planning Commissioners

Video-confer-
encing offers an
increasingly
popular way of
providing plan-
ning commis-
sioner training.
#272.

Welcome to the Commission!

Ways in which planning com-
missions can help new members
start to “learn the ropes.” #234.
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Planning Commission
– Roles & Responsibilities
[see also Citizen Participation;
Comprehensive Planning; Leadership;

Meetings]

Being a
Planning
Commissioner

Asking the
right question;
evaluating
information
presented; identifying interests;
making no excuses. Lessons
from nine years as a member of
a local planning and zoning
commission. #100

Commissioners as
Neighborhood Advocates

On why planning commission-
ers should not be advocates for
their own neighborhood. #336.

Consider the Committee

A look at how committees can
assist commissioners in their
work. #164.

Decision Making

Why decision making can be
hard for planning commission-
ers. #202.

Do You Have the “Write” Stuff?

On the impor-
tance of clear
written com-
munications in
public notices
and postings.
#299.

How to Recognize and 
Relieve Burnout

Ways of dealing with planning
commissioner burnout. #324.

Keeping Things in Order:
Planning Commission By-Laws,
and Outline of Articles of Model
By-Laws for a Planning
Commission

Planning commissioners should
have and make use of by-laws,
followed by an annotated out-
line of model by-laws for a plan-
ning commission. #541.

Making Change Happen

Planning commissions should
view change as an opportunity
rather than a threat. #148.

Regional Approaches 
to Planning

An overview of several broad
approaches to regional planning,
including planning in Nevada’s
Las Vegas Valley. #113.

Sign Controls

Billboard Regulation

What communities can do if
they’re serious about controlling
billboards. #102.

Sign Regulation

Regulation of
on-premise
advertising
signs is one
important
means by
which a com-
munity can assert control over
its physical environment. #131.

Zoning Ordinances and “Free
Speech”

A primer on the First Amend-
ment’s free speech clause and its
relationship to local zoning reg-
ulation, including sign & bill-
board regulation. #379.

Sprawl & Smart Growth 
[see also Housing, New Urbanism] 

The Anti-Sprawl Mantra

A “contrarian”
viewpoint: 
the case for
low-density
suburban
development.
#205.

Barriers to Better Development

Despite a growing number of
innovative development projects
around the country, there are
still many barriers to better
development. #354.

Bringing Sprawl to a Crawl

Six steps individuals and com-
munities can take to combat
sprawl. #205.

Controlling
Strip
Development

An overview of
approaches
communities
can consider to better deal with
strip development. #333.

Making Planning Commissions
More Effective

A checklist for making your
planning commission more
effective. #264.

When Is Enough Enough?

How long have you served as a
planning commissioner? How
long should you serve? #211.

Why Don’t Planning
Commissioners Get the Respect
They Deserve?

Ways in which commissioners
can gain respect from the public
they serve. #279.

You, Too, Can
Speak So
People Will
Listen!

Tips on how to
make public
speaking a less
stressful, and more rewarding,
experience. #340.

Planning Commission
– Staff Relations

Commission and Staff:
Expectations of Each Other

Planning commissioners and
staff need to identify the expec-
tations each has of the other.
#241.

Planning from Different
Perspectives

Why it’s helpful to understand
the different perspectives that
friends, applicants, and staff
bring to the table. #170.

Staff Needs a Little TLC, Too!

Steps commissioners can take
to strengthen the commission-
staff relationship. #440.

Who Hires Your Planning
Director?

Lessons from facilitating a series
of community forums as part of
a search for a new planning
director. #319.

Regional Planning 
[see also Sprawl & Smart Growth]

Metropolitan Pressure Points

It’s time to abandon the myth of
the self-sufficient municipality
and focus on regional coopera-
tion, argues the Mayor of
Rochester, New York. #104.
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Developing a Sewer Ordinance:
One Town’s Experience

Designating areas for locating
essential services, particularly
sewer lines, can help direct
growth. #366.

Smart Growth

A look at two words that have
been sweeping the nation:
“smart growth.” #182.

Stopping Sprawl by Growing
Smarter

Sprawl is causing some of the
costliest problems America
faces, yet several myths have
made it more difficult for us to
come to grips with sprawl.
#315.

Streets & Sidewalks 
[see also Transportation]

Bicyclists and
Pedestrians
Belong!

On the eco-
nomic, health,
and environ-
mental benefits
of biking and walking. #188.

How Dimensional Standards
Shape Residential Streets

Dimensional standards, which
regulate building setbacks and
height, lot coverage, and similar
matters, play a major role in
shaping the “streetscape.” #312.

Residential Streets

On the origins of today’s typical
residential street standards [part
1]; the emergence of curvilinear
street patterns [part 2]; and a
look at the influence of the mod-
ern land use development pat-
tern on streets [part 3]. #285.

Roundabouts

Roundabouts are an increasingly
popular approach to improving
traffic flow and safety at inter-
sections. How today’s modern
roundabouts work. #146.

Safe Routes to School

Safe Routes to
School pro-
grams are being
implemented in
communities
across the
country. #123. 

http://www.plannersweb.com
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w100.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w336.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w164.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w264.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w211.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w279.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w340.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w113.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w102.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w131.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w366.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w182.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w315.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w202.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w299.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w324.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w241.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w170.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w440.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w205.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w354.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w188.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w312.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w285.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w541.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w148.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w319.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w104.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w205.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w333.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w146.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w123.html
http://www.plannersweb.com/wfiles/w379.html


Sidewalk
Essentials

Sidewalks as an
integral part of
the transporta-
tion network.
General princi-
ples of planning for sidewalks.
#169.

Traffic Calming Basics

An introduction to “traffic calm-
ing” with examples of several
techniques for reducing traffic
speed and improving the pedes-
trian environment. #308.

Subdivision Design 
& Regulation [see also 

Land Use Law; Zoning Issues]

Growing Greener: 
Model Ordinance Provisions 
for Conservation Subdivision
Design

A framework for subdivision
review that encourages the
preservation of open space and
natural areas, while enhancing
the market value of develop-
ment. #155.

Improving the
Subdivision
Review Process

The initial
stages of the
subdivision
review process
can be the best time for provid-
ing useful input to applicants.
Three key steps in shifting to a
more proactive review process.
#160.

Introduction to Subdivision
Regulations

An overview of subdivision reg-
ulation, including how subdivi-
sion regulation has evolved over
the years; impact fees; antiquat-
ed subdivisions; and the rela-
tionship between zoning and
subdivision regulation. #549.

The Risk of Wildfire

Wildfires can be catastrophic 
for property owners – and 
communities. But this risk can
be lessened with effective local
planning and subdivision 
policies. #303.

“traffic demand management”
strategies. #143.

Integrating Land Use 
and Transportation

A number of communities are
recognizing the close relation-
ship between transportation
planning decisions and land use.
How one metropolitan area has
put land use and transportation
in balance. #159.

Making the Connection

The benefits of “street connec-
tivity” have received growing
attention from planners – what’s
behind this interest in intercon-
nected streets. #216.

No Such Thing As Free Parking

A look at some of the provoca-
tive ideas in a much discussed
book by economist Donald
Shoup. #270.

Planning for Parking

An overview of parking stan-
dards [part 1]; considerations in
the landscaping and design of
parking lots [part 2]; avoiding
stormwater runoff; and a look 
at the role of shared parking
[part 3]. #428.

Road Design – A Turn Ahead

New roadways have often been
designed to be wider and
straighter without much consid-
eration to the character of the
surrounding community. In
recent years, however, there has
been a turn towards “context-
sensitive” design. #227.

Transportation Planning & Its
Relationship to Community

How transportation planning
can be used as a vehicle for com-
munity development that meets
the needs of low-income resi-
dents. #238.

Trees

Green Enhances Growth

Trees can
increase 
property values
and help boost
a community’s 
economic
development.
#130.

Sustainable Development

Moving Towards Sustainability
in Planning and Zoning

How cities and towns are incor-
porating sustainable develop-
ment principles in their
planning and zoning efforts.
#245.

Tourism Planning

Gateway
Communities

Many people
enjoy visiting
national parks
and other
scenic attrac-
tions. A growing number have
also decided to pack up and
move to the small cities and
towns close to these special
places. #156.

Planning for Heritage Tourism

Planning for tourists can help in
identifying and making use of a
place’s special character. #456.

Tourism & the Environment:
What’s the Connection?

How communities are making
the connection between tourism
and environmental values. #197.

Transfer of Development
Rights [TDRs]

Putting Growth in its Place with
Transfer of Development Rights

A primer on how transfer of
development rights programs
work, and what makes some
more successful than others.
#370.

Transportation 
[see also Streets & Sidewalks] 

Access Management: An
Overview & Guide for Roadway
Corridors

An overview of
roadway access
management
strategies, fol-
lowed by an
illustrated
guide to strate-
gies that can help control the
flow of traffic between the road
and surrounding land. #364.

The Deep Mystery 
of Traffic Congestion

An introduction to the use of
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Planning for Trees: 
Viewing Trees as an Integral
Part of the Infrastructure

Street trees can help define the
hearts of our cities and towns.
But too often tree planting pro-
grams are based on poor plan-
ning and faulty assumptions.
#430.

Water

Emerging Water Shortages 
Are No Mirage

Planners are
realizing that
water scarcity
can become a
concern just
about any-
where. #134.

Overlay Zoning to Protect
Surface Waters
How a system of “overlay zones”
can help protect stream corri-
dors, lakeshores, watersheds,
and aquifers. #192.

Zoning Issues 
[see also Land Use Law; Subdivision

Regulation]

Rethinking Conventional
Zoning

A look at the failings of conven-
tional zoning, and how to incor-
porate greater flexibility into
local zoning. #554.

Visual Enhancement 
of Zoning Bylaws
How illustrations can help
explain an ordinance’s require-
ments. #325.

What’s So Bad About Zoning?
A reality check on four “myths”
about zoning & land use regula-
tion. #257.

Zoning Basics

An overview of the purposes 
of zoning, the structure of a 
typical zoning ordinance, and
the principal players in the
“zoning universe.” #265.

Zoning Boards 
& Planning Commissions

A look at the role of local zoning
boards. #236.

Zoning & Changing Lifestyles

The impact that changes in 
our society are having on local
zoning regulation. #289.
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Order, & Download
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of Interest to You
On our PlannersWeb site:
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More than 175 PCJ articles 
are now available to order 
& download. 

Five easy steps to locate, 
order, download an article 
to your computer: 

1. Select topic of interest to you
from left panel; this will bring
up list of related articles in 
bottom panel.

2. Select article of
interest (in example,
“Zoning Basics”);
this will bring up
summary of article
& excerpts in upper
right panel.

3. If you want ordering informa-
tion (price & length of article),
press .

4. After viewing information,
decide whether to order article
(using a credit card).

5. Order article; after your order is
processed, the article will be down-
loaded directly to your computer in
“pdf” format. PDF format ensures
the article will appear and print out exactly as it did
when published in the Planning Commissioners Journal.

The ordering system 
is secure, and uses
Americart, one of
the leading online
“shopping cart” 
systems.
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